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81 NIFC AIRCRAFT & CONTRACT LARGE TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT AND RMA 
USFS OWNED/CWN AIRCRAFT 

81.1   NIFC Aircraft – USFS 
   (Refer to NMG 81.1) 

 81.1.1 Airborne Thermal Infrared (IR) Fire Mapping and Detection 
   (Refer to NMG 81.1.1) 

An infrared flight service can be ordered through the GACC using an 
Infrared Scanner Request.    

81.2   NIFC Large Transport Contract Aircraft 
   (Refer to NMG 81.2) 

81.3  RMA USFS Owned Aircraft  

USFS Aircraft Costs 
Aircraft Call Sign Flt Rate/Hour F.O.R./Day Speed 

Cessna 206 N126Z $145.00 *$113.00/day 130 Kts/Hr. 
King Air 100 N127Z $500.00 $650.00 220 Kts/Hr 

           * If used more than 30 days. 

Rates are subject to change. 

Fixed Operating Rate (F.O.R.) is charged for all non-Forest Service Administrative 
flights, and ALL users for the King Air flights.  All F.O.R. charges are on a whole 
day basis unless they are split among multiple users on that day.  Pilot overtime 
will be charged to the customer’s job code if the duration of the pilot’s normal duty 
day is exceeded due to customer’s scheduling.   

 

USFS Aircraft Use & Capabilities 

 C-206 King Air 100 
Use Recon, Transport, 

Photo, Air Attack 
Transport, Photo, 
Resource Recon  

Fuel Type Avgas Jet Fuel 
Range (w/reserve) 3.5 Hours 5 Hours 
Max. Take-off Weight 3,600 11,500 
Runway Hard surface  

 2,000 ft. Min.  
Hard surface  
5,000 ft. Min. 

Passengers 4-5 7-8 
Baggage 120 lbs 560 lbs. 
Ground Power Unit 
(less than 500/100 
AMPs) 

Not required Not required 
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81.4  Owner/Operator Listing, USFS Approved Vendors  
A listing of USFS approved vendors, aircraft, and pilots can be found at the following 
website: www.aviation.fs.fed.us/carding/index.asp.  A link to this site is available through 
the Aviation link on the RMC web page.  Reference the appropriate Region 2 BPA when 
contacting the vendor for aircraft. 

 
81.5  DOI Approved Vendors 
A listing of DOI approved vendors, aircraft, and pilots can be found at the following 
website: www.oas.gov.  A link to this site is available through the Aviation link on the RMC 
web page.  Reference the Aircraft Rental Agreement (ARA) when contacting the vendors 
for aircraft resources. 

 
82 TACTICAL AIRCRAFT 

82.1  Lead Planes / Aerial Supervision Aircraft - USFS 
    (Refer to NMG 82.1) 

82.2  Air Tactical Avionics Typing 
   (Refer to NMG 82.2) 

82.3  Smokejumper Aircraft 
   (Refer to NMG 82.3) 
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83 AIRTANKERS 

83.1  Contract Heavy Airtankers  
   (Refer to NMG 83) 

83.3   Single Engine Airtankers (SEATS)  

83.3.1 Colorado State Seats (CO-COS) 

 

Location Fort Collins  Various Various 
FAA # TBD  TBD TBD 
Agency/Unit COS  COS COS 
Type SEAT  SEAT  SEAT 
Make Air Tractor  Air Tractor Air Tractor 
Model AT-802 AT-802 AT-802 
Vendor Queen Bee Air 

Specialties, Inc  
Queen Bee Air 
Specialties, Inc  

Queen Bee Air 
Specialties, Inc  

Flight Rate        
Cruise Speed  Loaded: 104-109 kts 

Unloaded: 145 kts 
Loaded: 104-109 kts 
Unloaded: 145 kts 

Loaded: 104-109 kts 
Unloaded: 145 kts 

Fuel Type Jet A  Jet A Jet A 
COR Sergio Lopes Sergio Lopes Sergio Lopes 
Contract Period       
Days Off 7 day coverage 7 day coverage 7 day coverage 
Daily Availability       
Extended 
Avail.(Crew)        

Support Vehicle None  None None 
Load Capacity 800 gallons 800 gallons  800 gallons  
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83.3.2    BLM - Colorado Seats (CO-CSO) 

 

Location Grand Junction  
FAA # TBD  
Agency/Unit  CO-CSO 
Type SEAT  
Make Air Tractor  
Model AT-802 
Vendor  Minuteman 
Flight Rate   
Cruise Speed   145 kts 
Fuel Type Jet A  
COR J. Kent Hamilton  
Contract Period   
Days Off  7 day coverage 
Daily Availability   
Extended 
Avail.(Crew)    

Support Vehicle    
Load Capacity 800 gallons  
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83.3.3 South Dakota State Seats (SD-SDS) 

 

Location Letcher, SD  Letcher, SD Platte, SD Platte, SD Platte, SD 
FAA # T-433  

N4592T  
T-434  

N5096Y 
T-476   

N14067 
T-462  

N6661B 
T-445   

N91906 
Agency/Unit SD-SDS  SD-SDS SD-SDS SD-SDS SD-SDS 
Type SEAT  SEAT  SEAT SEAT SEAT 
Make  Thrush Air Tractor  Dromader Dromader Air Tractor  
Model  S2RT45 AT-602   M18B M18B AT-802  
Vendor  MJ Aviation MJ Aviation  Sly’s Aviation Sly’s Aviation Sly’s Aviation 
Flight Rate            
Cruise Speed  110 kts  110 kts  90-100 kts 90-100 kts 145 kts 
Fuel Type Jet A  Jet A  Jet A Jet A Jet A 
COR  L.Hermanson L.Hermanson  L.Hermanson L.Hermanson L.Hermanson 
Contract 
Period 

CWN/State 
ends 1/08  

CWN/State 
ends 1/08  

CWN/State 
ends 1/08  

CWN/State 
ends 1/08  

CWN/State 
ends 1/08  

Days Off 7 day coverage 7 day coverage 7 day coverage 7 day coverage 7 day coverage
Availability            

Extended 
Avail.(Crew) 

See cwn 
contract 

See cwn 
contract 

See cwn 
contract 

See cwn 
contract 

See cwn 
contract 

Support 
Vehicle Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Load Capacity 600 gal  600 gal 600 gal 600 gal 800 gal 
 

2 of the 5 South Dakota SEATs will be physically located at the Rapid City Tanker 
Base between 5/07 and 10/07.   
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84 HELICOPTERS 

84.1   Type 2 Exclusive Use Helicopters  
    (Refer to NMG 84.1) 

84.2   Type 1 Exclusive Use Helicopters, Standard/Limited Category  
    (Refer to NMG 84.2) 

84.3  USFS & USDI Contract Helicopters 
The exclusive use helicopter chart will be released as a supplement when all helicopter 
resources are assigned.  In the interim, the following units will have an exclusive use 
contract helicopter.   

Heavy Heli-tanker (national resource)   Location 
USFS Region 2      Broomfield, CO 

Medium Standard Helicopter (national resource)  Location 
San Juan National Forest     Durango, CO 

Light Standard Helicopters (initial attack resource) Location 
Pike/San Isabel National Forest (USFS)   Monument, CO 

Black Hills National Forest (USFS)    Custer, SD 

Colorado State Office (BLM)     Rifle, CO 

Rawlins District (BLM)     Rawlins, WY 

Ute Mountain Ute Agency (BIA)     Towaoc, CO 

Wind River Agency (BIA)      Fort Washakie, WY 

Mesa Verde National Park (NPS)    Hesperus, CO 

Wyoming State (WY State)     Casper, WY 
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84.4  Military Aircraft  

Commercial resources must be evaluated for reasonable availability prior to National 
Guard activation. 
National Guard pilots and aircraft will be issued an annual letter of certification and 
approval by the Forest Service Regional Aviation Officer or their designee.  VHF-AM and 
VHF-FM radios will be installed in all helicopters to allow necessary communication with 
all other resources assigned to the incident. 

Annual interagency training will be provided by Regional/State Aviation Technical 
Specialists, Helicopter Operation Specialists, Incident Air Operations personnel, and 
experienced Fire Suppression Specialists.  Training will include aviation policy, incident air 
operations, organization, coordination, communication, dispatching procedures, fire 
tactics/behavior, and water bucket techniques. 

The letters of authorization for each State’s National Guard are signed at a later date and 
will be an amendment to this section. 

84.4.1 Colorado Army National Guard 
Colorado Army National Guard is located at the Buckley Air National Guard 
Base in Aurora, Colorado.  Their mission purpose is limited to Emergency Life 
Saving Missions and/or Wildland Fire Fighting Activities as specified in the 
Colorado Interagency Cooperative Fire Management Agreement.  All orders 
must be placed through the Rocky Mountain Coordination Center. 

84.4.2 Nebraska Army National Guard 
Nebraska Army National Guard Helicopters are located in Lincoln, Nebraska.  
Their mission purpose is limited to Emergency Life Saving Missions and/or 
Wildland Fire Fighting Activities as specified in the Nebraska Interagency 
Cooperative Fire Management Agreement. 

The Nebraska National Guard is responsible for maintaining and providing 
State assets of ground and aerial wildfire suppression personnel and equipment 
when authorized by proclamation of the Governor under the Nebraska 
Emergency Management Act.  All orders must be placed through the Great 
Plains Interagency Dispatch Center. 

84.4.3 South Dakota Army National Guard 
South Dakota Army National Guard Helicopters are located at the Rapid City 
Regional Airport in Rapid City, South Dakota.  Their mission purpose is 
limited to Emergency Life Saving Missions and/or Wildland Fire Fighting 
Activities as specified in the South Dakota Interagency Cooperative Fire 
Management Agreement.  All orders must be placed through the Great Plains 
Interagency Dispatch Center. 
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84.4.4 Wyoming Army National Guard 
Wyoming Army National Guard Helicopters are located in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming.  Their mission purpose is limited to Emergency Life Saving 
Missions and/or Wildland Fire Fighting Activities as specified in the Wyoming 
State Interagency Cooperative Fire Management Agreement. 

All orders for Wyoming Army National Guard aircraft for federal jurisdiction 
fires will be placed with the Rocky Mountain Area Coordination Center as the 
sole point of contact with the Wyoming National Guard.  RMACC will 
activate the Wyoming National Guard resources through the Wyoming 
Emergency Management Agency.  The Wyoming State Forestry Division may 
request activation of Wyoming National Guard resources for state and private 
land fires within Wyoming with follow-up notification to the appropriate zone 
dispatch center and RMACC.  Commercial resources must be evaluated for 
reasonable availability prior to National Guard activation. 

 

84.5  Region 2 CWN Light Helicopters 
A listing of DOI approved aircraft can be found at the following website: www.oas.gov.  A 
link to this site is available through the Aviation link on the RMC web page.  Reference the 
Aircraft Rental Agreement (ARA) or USFS BPA or CWN contract when contacting the 
vendors for aircraft resources. 
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85 AIRCRAFT CAPABILITIES 

 

LARGE TRANSPORTS 

Make Model Pax Max 
Load 

Runway 
Length Eng MPH KTS Range Fuel 

Gal. 
Fuel 
Type

Bandeirante EMB-
110 

11 3,000 2,800 2 260 225 1,100 455 Jet 

Boeing 727 128 - 7,000 3 500 430 3.5 hr - Jet 
Boeing 737 100 - 7,000 2 500 430 3.5 hr -  

De Havilland Dash-7 50 11,000 2,250 4 150 130 700 1,400 Jet 
De Havilland Dash-8 36 7,000 3,000 4 150 130 700 835 Jet 

Douglas DC-3 20 8,720 5,500 2 190 160 1,700 - Avgas
Hercules C-130 92 43,800 4,000 4 300 300 2,000 2,750 Jet 

 
AIRTANKERS 

Make Model Gates Max 
Load 

Runway 
Length Eng MPH KTS Range Fuel 

Gal. 
Fuel 
Type

Air 
Tractor AT-802 1 800 1,500 1  142-

210 1,500 254 Jet A

Dromader M-18 1 450 1,500 1 135 120 250 150 Avgas

Lockheed MAFFS 
C-130 - 3,000 - 4 270 230 - - - 

Lockheed P-3A 8 3,000 - 4 - - - - - 
Neptune P2V 6 2,450 5,000 2/2 250 215 915 3,010 Avgas
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SMALL TRANSPORTS 

Make Model Common 
Name Pax Max 

Load 
Runway 
Length Eng MPH KTS Range Fuel 

Gal. 
Fuel 
Type 

Beech A-36 Bonanza 5 950 2,000 S 200 175 - - Avgas 
Beech BE-35 Bonanza 5 950 2,000 S 200 175 - - Avgas 
Beech BE-55 Baron 4-5 950 3,000 T 230 200 950 136 Avgas 
Beech BE-58 Baron 4-5 1,050 3,000 T 275 240 - - Avgas 
Beech BE-80 Queen Air 5-7 2,025 2,600 T 225 195 750 - Avgas 
Beech BE-90 King Air 4-9 3,700 2,200 T 220 190 850 - Jet 
Beech CE-500 Citation 6 2,500 4,500 T 350 295 850 - Jet 
Casa 212 Aviocar 19 4,400 4,500 T 220 190 900 520 Jet 

Cessna 172 Skyhawk 3 900 1,500 S 120 105 - - Avgas 
Cessna 180 Skywagon 5 800 1,500 S 160 140 - - Avgas 
Cessna 182 Skylane 3 920 1,400 S 170 150 500 - Avgas 
Cessna 182R Skylane 3 1,150 1,400 S 130 115 500 - Avgas 
Cessna 182RG Skylane 3 1,100 1,400 S 140 120 500 - Avgas 
Cessna 206 Stationair 5 1,175 1,500 S 135 120 800 63 Avgas 
Cessna 206-T Stationair 5 1,100 - S 170 150 - - Jet 
Cessna 207 Stationair 6 1,400 1,900 S 160 140 800 58 Avgas 
Cessna 208 Caravan 7 1,100 1,900 S 180 155 800 58 Avgas 
Cessna 210 Centurion 4-5 950 2,500 S 190 165 900 87 Avgas 
Cessna 210-T Centurion 4-5 1,525 2,500 S 190 165 - - Jet 
Cessna 303 Crusader 5 - - T 180 155 750 - Avgas 
Cessna 310 - 4-5 1,300 1,800 T 220 190 700 - Avgas 
Cessna 310-T - 4-5 - - T 220 190 - - Jet 
Cessna 335 - 4 - - T 200 170 - - Avgas 
Cessna 337 - 5 1,080 - T 225 195 - - Avgas 
Cessna 340 - 5 1,000 2,250 T 260 225 750 - Avgas 
Cessna 401 - 6 - - T 205 180 - - Avgas 
Cessna 402 - 5-7 1,120 - T 220 190 850 - Avgas 
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SMALL TRANSPORTS 

Make Model Common 
Name Pax Max 

Load 
Runway 
Length Eng MPH KTS Range Fuel 

Gal. 
Fuel 
Type 

Cessna 414 Chancellor 7 900 3,000 T 220 190 750 - Avgas 
Cessna 421 Gold Eagle 5-7 1,300 3,000 T 270 235 750 - Avgas 
Cessna 425 Conquest 6 2,160 - T 250 215 - - Jet 
Cessna 441 Conquest 7 3,300 - T 335 290 1,000 - Jet 
De Hav DHC6-2 Tw Otter 17 3,000 1,500 T 200 170 600 381 Jet 
De Hav DHC6-3 Tw Otter 19 3,200 1,500 T 210 180 675 381 Jet 

Lear LR-24 - 6 - 4,000 T 510 435 1,100 840 Jet 
Lear LR-25 Century III 8 - 4,500 T 510 435 950 - Jet 
Lear LR-35 Century III 8 4,200 4,500 T 510 435 950 - Jet 
Piper PA-31 Navajo 7 1,250 2,700 T 260 225 750 182 Avgas 
Piper PA-31 Chiefton 6-9 1,800 3,000 T 220 190 - - Avgas 
Piper PA-31 Cheyenne 7 1,450 3,000 T 250 215 - - Avgas 
Piper PA-32 Saratoga 6-7 1,400 - T 175 150 - - Avgas 
Piper PA-34 Seneca 5 1,135 -  230 200 500 - Avgas 
Piper PA-34-T  6-7 1,700 - T 230 200 - - Jet 

Rockwell 690  5 1,150 3,000 T 190 165 800 156 Avgas 
Rockwell 695  6-7 2,500 - T 320 270 - - Jet 

Shorts C-23 Sherpa 22 - - T 230 200 - - Jet 
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86 TIME CONVERSION TABLES 
 

STANDARD TIME 

ZULU ALASKAN PACIFIC MOUNTAIN CENTRAL EASTERN 
0000 
0100 
0200 

1400 
1500 
1600 

1600 
1700 
1800 

1700 
1800 
1900 

1800 
1900 
2000 

1900 
2000 
2100 

0300 
0400 
0500 

1700 
1800 
1900 

1900 
2000 
2100 

2000 
2100 
2200 

2100 
2200 
2300 

2200 
2300 
0000 

0600 
0700 
0800 

2000 
2100 
2200 

2200 
2300 
0000 

2300 
0000 
0100 

0000 
0100 
0200 

0100 
0100 
0300 

0900 
1000 
1100 

2300 
0000 
0100 

0100 
0200 
0300 

0200 
0300 
0400 

0300 
0400 
0500 

0400 
0500 
0600 

1200 
1300 
1400 

0200 
0300 
0400 

0400 
0500 
0600 

0500 
0600 
0700 

0600 
0700 
0800 

0700 
0800 
0900 

1500 
1600 
1700 

0500 
0600 
0700 

0700 
0800 
0900 

0800 
0900 
1000 

0900 
1000 
1100 

1000 
1100 
1200 

1800 
1900 
2000 

0800 
0900 
1000 

1000 
1100 
1200 

1100 
1200 
1300 

1200 
1300 
1400 

1300 
1400 
1500 

2100 
2200 
2300 

1100 
1200 
1300 

1300 
1400 
1500 

1400 
1500 
1600 

1500 
1600 
1700 

1600 
1700 
1800 
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86 TIME CONVERSION TABLES (Continued) 

 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

ZULU ALASKAN PACIFIC MOUNTAIN CENTRAL EASTERN 
0000 
0100 
0200 

1500 
1600 
1700 

1700 
1800 
1900 

1800 
1900 
2000 

1900 
2000 
2100 

2000 
2100 
2200 

0300 
0400 
0500 

1800 
1900 
2000 

2000 
2100 
2200 

2100 
2200 
2300 

2200 
2300 
0000 

2300 
0000 
0100 

0600 
0700 
0800 

2100 
2200 
2300 

2300 
0000 
0100 

0000 
0100 
0200 

0100 
0200 
0300 

0200 
0300 
0400 

0900 
1000 
1100 

0000 
0100 
0200 

0200 
0300 
0400 

0300 
0400 
0500 

0400 
0500 
0600 

0500 
0600 
0700 

1200 
1300 
1400 

0300 
0400 
0500 

0500 
0600 
0700 

0600 
0700 
0800 

0700 
0800 
0900 

0800 
0900 
1000 

1500 
1600 
1700 

0600 
0700 
0800 

0800 
0900 
1000 

0900 
1000 
1100 

1000 
1100 
1200 

1100 
1200 
1300 

1800 
1900 
2000 

0900 
1000 
1100 

1100 
1200 
1300 

1200 
1300 
1400 

1300 
1400 
1500 

1400 
1500 
1600 

2100 
2200 
2300 

1200 
1300 
1400 

1400 
1500 
1600 

1500 
1600 
1700 

1600 
1700 
1800 

1700 
1800 
1900 

 
 


